CHAPTER VI.

I. AKBAR (1556-1605).
WHEN Akbar ascended the throne in 15565 he was but
thirteen years old, and Bairam Khan, a Turkman noble,
the confidential minister of the father, continued to occupy
the same position under the son, \\honi he continued
on the throne of Delhi by defeating Sikandar Sur, and
Hemu, whose head he cut off with his own hand. Con-
tinued success and prosperity had the effect of bringing
out into stronger relief the harsh and tyrannical char-
acter of Bairdm, and the Padshah chafed under tlie
restraints imposed upon him by the real ruler of the
state, until he put to death more than one highly placed
officer of state, without so much as formally taking his
master's oiders. Then Akbar determined to free him-
self, and, under the familiar pretext of the illness of
his mother, he left the minister's protection while both
were engaged upon a hunting expedition, and hastening
to Delhi, announced that he had assumed the conduct
of affairs. The regent, after in vain attempting to recover
his position, rebelled, but being defeated, delivered him-
self up to Akbar, who forgave him and dismissed him
upon a pilgrimage to Mecca, upon which he was about
to -start when he was assassinated by an Afghan whose
father he had slain in battle. The Padshah was now,
in 1 560, but eighteen years of age ; he was handsome
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